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Greetings, 
 
As most of you will know there has been a change of guard at the operational level, with the long standing 
duo out of the University of Sydney passing the baton on to a geographically disparate collective.  Madeleine 
has made a strategic move for global domination by becoming Secretary General of IUSSI and continues to 
provide logistical support to our section.  Conversely, Ben has reverted to non-societal duties and appears to 
be relatively content.  Both have provided an invaluable service in the development of our section and the 
new officer bearers hope to continue to build upon their foundations with the involvement of researchers 
within our broader geographic region, namely New Zealand and South East Asia. 
 
All those that attended the 17th International Congress in Cairns last July would agree that this was a highly 
successful conference.  Kudos needs to be extended to members of the organising committee, including Lori 
Loch (James Cook University), Judith Reinhard (University of Queensland), the newly sequestered 
Australasian Section President Simon Robson (James Cook University), Madeleine, Ben and their respective 
labs. 
 
We have also initiated a new Treasurer and Secretary, in Nathan Lo and yours truly.  The new office bearers 
introduce themselves and their research programs in the following pages.  There are two new members and 
we have retained 58% of members from 2014.  A drop in membership is expected in a post congress year, 
but given the meagre subscription dues I would request that you encourage all your colleagues with interests 
in social insects to join up.  And if you wish to make a belated payment, we will not view this poorly. 
 
We are in the process of transitioning to a new website and we are on the hunt for a 21st century logo; see 
competition details below. 
 
On behalf of the Australasian Section Officers, we collectively thank you for your continued support and wish 
you well for the coming year. 
 

Simon Tierney  |  Secretary of the Australasian Section of the IUSSI  |  simon.tierney@adelaide.edu.au 



Introducing New Office Holders 
 

Incoming President – Simon Robson 
 

 
 

Prof. Simon Robson is interested in whole-
organism approaches to the study of evolution, 
ecology, behaviour and diversity. He is currently 
using social insects to explore the organisation of 
complex behaviour, but he maintains an interest in 
a variety of tropical invertebrate and vertebrate 
systems, and a variety of evolutionary, ecological 
and behavioural questions. Research activities are 
strongly focused on the tropics of Australia and SE 
Asia, with ongoing field studies in the Wet Tropics 
and Cape York regions of Australia, Papua New 
Guinea and Borneo. Social insect research output 
over the last 10 years include publications in such 
areas as: the foraging organisation and division of 
labour in social insects, collective intelligence in 
weaver ants, altitudinal changes in ant community 
structure, the impact of grazing on ant community 
diversity, and the role of computer simulations to 
understand emergent behaviour in biological 
systems. Simon is also the Director of the Centre 
for Tropical Biodiversity and the Head of Terrestrial 
Ecosystems at James Cook University. 
https://research.jcu.edu.au/ctbcc 
http://research.jcu.edu.au/portfolio/simon.robson 
 

Incoming Treasurer - Nate Lo 
 

 
 

Assoc. Prof. Nate Lo co-leads the Molecular 
Ecology, Evolution, and Phylogenetics (MEEP) 

laboratory with Associate Professor Simon Ho in 
the School of Biological Sciences, The University 
of Sydney. He completed his PhD on termite 
cellulases in the Department of Biochemistry at 
The University of Sydney, and held postdoctoral 
fellowships at the National Institute of 
Agrobiological Science of Japan and The 
University of Milan, Italy, and The Australian 
Museum, Sydney. Most recently he was an 
Australian Research Council Queen Elizabeth II 
Fellow at the University of Sydney. His interests 
include the evolution of breeding systems in 
termites, termite phylogenetics and biogeography, 
and the genomics of termite symbioses, and he 
uses a broad range of molecular and bioinformatic 
approaches to investigate these topics. 
http://sydney.edu.au/science/people/nathan.lo.php 
 
Incoming Secretary - Simon Tierney 
 

 
 
Dr. Simon Tierney is an evolutionary ecologist at 
the Australian Centre of Evolutionary Biology & 
Biodiversity, School of Biological Sciences, 
University of Adelaide.  He uses molecular tool-kits 
to understand the interplay between organisms, 
their environment and their genes, with a focus on 
the evolution of insect social organisation and 
photic niche shifts. His PhD investigated 
facultatively social allodapine bees that can switch 
between solitary and social lifestyles (Flinders 
University), and he then undertook a series of 
postdocs exploring neotropical halictine bees that 
are similarly social, but unusual in their habit of 
obligate nocturnal foraging (Smithsonian Tropical 
Research Institute). This latter research program 
developed a parallel interest in insect vision and 
his current postdoctoral research involves projects 
that use high-throughput sequencing to explore 
the regressive evolution of eye genes in 
subterranean water beetles, and bee projects on 
differential gene expression between queen vs. 
worker castes and social parasites vs. their hosts. 
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/directory/simon.tierney 



Logo Competition 
 

? 
 

Given we are now committed to extending sensilla 
across the Tasman and Timor Seas, it seems like a 
good excuse to re-brand with a new logo.  To this 
end, we are holding a competition and will offer a 
prize of 5-year Australasian Section membership 
and $100 to the winning entry.  There are no 
specific guidelines and freeform artistic 
interpretations are verily encouraged.   
 
Submissions should be emailed to the Secretary 
by 15th August 2015, with the winner* announced 
on 31st August 2015. 
 
*Entrants must be paid-up members of the 
Australasian Section at submission deadline. 
 

Introducing New Members 
 

 
 
Mark Elgar 
I am an evolutionary biologist, with a particular 
interest in animal behaviour. My research focuses 
on conflict and cooperation in mating and social 
behaviour, and the underlying role of signals and 
communication.  Using a diversity of terrestrial 
invertebrates, we are investigating sexual conflict 
in spider and insect mating systems, the role of 
chemical signals in the competitive and 
cooperative behaviour of social insects, and 
communication and signalling in inter-specific 
mutualisms. Most of my research concerns 
fundamental questions in evolutionary biology, but 
we also address more ‘applied’ questions in, for 
example, forensic entomology, pest management, 
captive breeding programs and evolutionary 

medicine. I am currently the Field Chief Editor of 
Frontiers in Ecology and Evolution and Speciality 
Chief Editor of the section Social Evolution; 
Associate Editor of Behavioral Ecology and 
Sociobiology; and a member of the Editorial Board 
of the Journal of Ethology. I am also a member of 
the College of Experts of the Australian Research 
Council. I was formerly Editor-in-Chief of 
Behavioral Ecology and the Australian Journal of 
Zoology; Associate Dean (Postgraduate Programs) 
and Assistant Dean (Equity) of the Faculty of 
Science, University of Melbourne; and Member of 
the University Council. 
http://www.findanexpert.unimelb.edu.au/display/person
14346 
 
Luke Chenoweth 
 

 
 

I am an evolutionary biologist with an interest in 
social evolution and biogeography. Presently, I 
coordinate the South Australian Museum’s 
upgrade and refit of its Entomology Collection 
Facility, where I undertake the treatment, 
taxonomic revision, and rehousing of Museum’s 
insect collection. 
My research interests focus on evolution 
(particularly social evolution) and biogeography. A 
primary feature of my research has been exploring 
social nesting strategies in the allodapine bees 
(family Apidae: tribe Allodapini). This group of bees 
is distinctive in that, despite exhibiting no 
physiological barriers that could preclude solitary 
nesting, the tribe is ubiquitously social with no 
known losses of social nesting strategies among 
extant lineages. Through the use of bionomy, 
descriptive morphology, taxonomy, and molecular 
phylogenetic approaches, I have aimed to 
generate new insights into the origin and retention 
of social behaviour in this group. I am also 
particularly interested in exploring the relationship 
between biogeography, historical climate change, 
and the history of diversification of Australia’s 
native bee fauna.  
http://www.samuseum.sa.gov.au/about/staff/dr-luke-
chenoweth 
 



The Honeymoon is Over 
 

 
 

Little known facts for a reason #237 
The modern concept of the honeymoon became de 
rigueur during the Belle Époque, but did you know that 
the term ‘honeymoon’ is derived from the Norse 
tradition of drinking mead for the duration of the lunar 
month following nuptials; reportedly to facilitate 
amorous negotiations forthwith.   
 

 
 
Mead is perhaps the oldest known alcoholic beverage 
and is fermented with honey - aka honey-wine. We do 
not advocate drug use or interpersonal relations, drugs 
are bad. 
 

Pint of Science Festival 2015 
 

 
 
New scientific discoveries are happening all the time, 
fascinating developments that will change the future of 
the human race. But how often are you given the 
chance to really understand how these discoveries are 
made and what they mean? 

The Pint of Science festival sees some of 
world’s best scientific researchers go to pubs across 
Australia to discuss their latest findings with you. This is 
your chance to get face-to-face with the people 
involved in carrying out current research. You can listen 
to them talk, join in games and quizzes, or just enjoy a 
chat over a pint. 

 

The festival runs from the 18th to the 20th May 2015 in 
40 cities across 8 different countries. 
Adelaide: http://pintofscience.com.au/events/adelaide/ 
Brisbane: http://pintofscience.com.au/events/brisbane/ 
Melbourne: http://pintofscience.com.au/events/melbourne/ 
Sydney: http://pintofscience.com.au/events/sydney/ 

2015/16 Meetings & Courses 
 
Graduate Course in Insect Chemical Ecology 
Alnarp, Sweden, 8-9 June 2015 
http://www.ice3.se/ICE-15-Course.htm 
 
Genetics Society of Australasia 
Adelaide, 5-8 July 2015 
http://www.genetics.org.au/2015-conference/ 
 
Central European Workshop of Myrmecology 
Debrecen, Hungary, 24-27 July 2015 
http://cewm2015.unideb.hu 
 
Ant Course 2015 
Portal AZ, USA, 6-16 August 2015 
http://www.calacademy.org/scientists/ant-course 
 
International Ethological Conference & 
Australasian Evolution Society 
Cairns, Australia, 9-14 August 
http://www.behaviour2015.org 
 
European Society for Evolutionary Biology 
Lausanne, Switzerland, 10-14 August 2015 
http://wp.unil.ch/eseb2015/ 
 
The Bee Course 2015 
Portal, AZ, USA, 26 August – 5 September 2015 
http://www.amnh.org/our-research/invertebrate-
zoology/bee-course-2015 
 
Australian Entomological Society 
Cairns, 27-30 September 2015 
http://www.aesconferences.com.au 
 
Swarm Behavior and Bio-Inspired Robotics 
Kyoto, Japan, 28-30 October 2015 
https://sites.google.com/site/swarm2015/ 
 
Society of Australian Systematic Biologists 
Fremantle, 6-10 December 2015 
http://sasb2015.org 
 
International Congress of Entomology, Orlando FL 
USA, 25-30 September 2016 
http://ice2016orlando.org/ 
 
	  


